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Advocacy starts here.

A £200m regeneration project is aiming to

BUILDING

‘ LOT ofitis that it’s just
got a bad name for
itself. There are young

hooligans, kids that don’t look

after things, but I've not seen any

problems myself, And I have a

good crowd of friends from school

and they all have good jobs.”

David Waddell is talking about
Craigmillar, an area of the city
where he’s lived on and off all his
34 years, where he went to school
~ at Peffermill primaryand Castle-
brae high - and where he’s now
raising his daughter, two-year-old
Mia. It's also an area that, fairly or
unfairly, has become pretty much
a byword for urban deprivation, if
you like the official name, or neds
and schemies, if you don’t.

But that, according to the lead-
ers of Parc, a £200 million regen-
eration project that is just getting
under way, is all due to change.

The programme will eventially
see more than 3000 new homes
built, with 150 acres of surround-
ing open space transformed into a
“green quarter” with parks, river
walkways, woodland and play
areas. There is a new joint campus
for St Francis and Niddrie Mill
primary schools, plans for a new
high school to replace Castlebrae,

A BETTER
FUTURE

libraries and sports pitches. Build-
ings will be energy-efficient,
streets pedestrian-friendly and,
says Parc, people will be happy.

It's a vision that David, a service
advisor at the Porsche dealership
at Fort Kinnaird, has bought into
~ literally, spending £125,000 ona
flat in ParcLife, the homes part of
the Parc scheme. The develop-
ment is on two sites - one at
Wauchope Square, the other in
Greendykes — with around 20 per
cent of the homes being made
available for affordable rent.

And David’s not the only one -
demand for the homes has been
fierce. A key element in a suc-
cessful regeneration of Craigmil-
lar will be drawing new people to
the area. So it must have been
heartening for the Parc people that
when the first batch of 28 houses
and flats around Wauchope
Square - designed by Edinburgh-
based architects Smith Scott Mul-
lan Associates — went on sale in
February, they were instantly
snapped up.

Cost was probably a key factor.
Even in these creditcrunch-affect-
ed times, prices of between
£85,000and £147,500 foroneand
two-bedroom flats and three-bed-

long suffered
OBLEMS: Thecity 's Craigmillararea has
fPrF;m high levels of poverty. crime and drug abuse.

NEW RECIPE: David Waddell, pictured with his daughter Mia,

ner Debbie Neely, 22, both. from

Northern Ireland, were among the

the end of August. Jonathan, a

* PhD student at Napier University,

admits that price was the fun-
damental deciding factor when he
and Debbie, an architecture stu-
dent, plumped for the flat.

But that wasn't all there was to
it. The 23-year-old, who studies
carbon building and as of his
part-time job assesses
of new-builds, was impressed
with the quality.

And neither was put off by the
area’s reputation, despite not hav-
ing any connection with the area
and ing rented in the more
leafy surroundings of Marchmont
previously.

“I have heard stories about
Crai - P’'m sure 'm not the
only one,” explains Jonathan. “It
has a bad reputation, but so did
Granton and Leith before all the
regeneration there. And I'm from
Northern Ireland — [could well tell
a few stories about there.

“But ParcLife had the cheapest
accommodation. It's near Fort
Kinnaird and Debbie loves shop-

OMPET&TIE: Students Jonathan Stinson and Debbie Neely
were attracted by the development’s [ow pricas. Pictures: L L






